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Spark NZ and EVs… 

We are actively exploring a number of initiatives 

We have added 2 EVs to our pool fleet in Auckland 

We have added 7kW AC charging and dedicated parking in 

Spark City 

We are trailing 'Spark Plug' 

Trying to do our part on the infrastructure side! 

 

 

 



Spark's EVs 

Peugeot Ion 

 

First two in the 

country 

 

Affordable by the 

average New 

Zealander! 

 



Importance of a visible charging… 

Turn the time machine back a number of years… 

There where these new things called 'Automobiles' 

People thought they where great! 

They used them around town… 

But then they wanted to travel further a field 

Could they get there… 

Was there a petrol station along the route… 

Where there hills along the planned route… 

 



The visible charging network 

Everyone in this room who drives an EV knows where to find 

charging stations 

We can all picture where the chargers we use are in our minds 

The people who are thinking about a move to EV can't… 

See the chargers tucked away in the parking garage  

See the chargers behind the building 

A large network of visible chargers will help to remove the 

psychological adoption barrier of where can I charge! 



The Visible Charing Station Helped… 



What is Spark Plug? 

Adding the ability to charge your EV at a 'Phone Box' 

To date we have 

Converted 5 Phone Boxes to 'Spark Plug' locations 

J1772 connectors on an accordion cable 

Full 7kW AC charging 

Approval of local councils and NZTA at all current sites 

Worksafe NZ review of the installation 

 

 



Spark Plug 

Pull Up 

Plug In 

Charge and Enjoy WiFi 



Where could Spark Plug be… 



Southern Example 



Nelson Area 



What Spark Plug is… 

Economical to deploy 

Leverages infrastructure that already exists 

Can support 15kW AC or DC charging 

Possibly higher kW in some locations 

Helps the Psychological barrier 

Reduce range anxiety 

Giving drivers the electrons needed to get to where you need to be vs. a 

full charge 

 

 

 



Where to from here 

We are in discussions with a number of councils  

We will only do this in partnership with the councils 

Daily use of our current pilot sites clearly shows the 

EV community is finding the current sites useful 


