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EECA’s link with climate change 
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International Energy Agency (IEA):  

“Energy efficiency is the most 

effective tool to reduce energy 

sector emissions  

to limit global warming to 2degC or 

below, providing potentially over 

40% of the required reductions.” 



New Zealand’s carbon challenge 

New Zealand’s greenhouse gas emissions 



Which is easier, cows… or cars? 



EVs a great opportunity 
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• One of our best 

opportunities for energy 

efficiency and reduced 

carbon emissions.  

 

• Road transport sector 

responsible for 16% of 

our carbon emissions. 

 

Energy use in New Zealand transport 



We import $9 billion of oil a year 
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• Nearly half of it 

goes into our 

private vehicles. 

 

• This impacts our 

national and 

commercial 

interests. 

 

Oil use in New Zealand 



Fact: EVs are better for the environment 
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Life Cycle Analysis report (2015): 

• Pure EVs have 60% fewer CO2 

emissions than petrol vehicles 

across their lifecycle 

• 80% fewer CO2 emissions when 

driven in New Zealand (thanks to 

our renewable electricity) 

• 40% less energy required for an EV 

than a petrol or diesel vehicle 

across its lifecycle. 



Vehicle total cost of ownership tool: 

• Hosted on EECA Business 

website 

• Targets fleet buyers – but 

available to everyone 

• Easy to compare the full costs 

over the life of new EVs with petrol 

and diesel vehicles.   

Are they more expensive? 
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• Average commute means plenty of battery capacity 

• Home 

– 230 volts easy overnight 

– Don’t need an expensive charger 

• Charging is slower than filling with petrol 

• So obvious sites are, for example 

– Shopping malls 

– Car park buildings 

– Roadside cafes 

But where do I charge? 
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Charging stations (www.plugshare.com) 
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Fast chargers: nearly 30 (up from 1 in 2014) All charging stations 



Information and promotion campaign 

• $1 million a year over 5 years 

• We’re drawing on others’ expertise: 

– Norwegian experience 

– Canada’s emotive campaign 

– Work by local advocates eg Better 

NZ Trust, Drive Electric, others 

here today 

• You’ll see more from September  

 

EECA’s role #1 
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We want it to … 
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• Open people’s minds to the EV potential 

• Make people feel excited about EVs 

• Take them on a journey through to point of purchase 

• Address barriers and bust myths. 



• Vision is for 64,000 EVs by 2021 

• Then major mainstream vehicle 

• Need to start winning over                                                                             

new and 2nd hand buyers 

• Dispel the myths 

• Reinforce the benefits 

Winning hearts and minds 
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Urban myths waiting to be busted 

• “EVs will use all the electricity.” 

– We have more than enough capacity. 

 

• “EVs mean burning more coal.” 

– NZ’s electricity is 80% renewable – and heading for 90% 

 

• “EV batteries only last a few years and cost thousands to replace.” 

– Battery life is long. It’s improving all the time and costs continue to drop. 

 

• “Electric vehicles deplete rare earth metals.” 

– No significant difference between electric and petrol vehicles 

 

 



 

 

EECA’s role #2 
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Administer the contestable fund. 

• Encourage and support innovative low 

emissions vehicle projects 

• Not a subsidy for ‘business as usual’ 

vehicle purchases 

• Up to $6 million a year (up to $4 million 

in 2016/17) 

 



What’s likely to fly?  
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Projects encouraging uptake that might 

not otherwise occur, such as: 

• Creation and promotion of branded 

tourism routes using EVs 

• Demonstrations of new vehicle types 

eg electric buses and commercial vans 

• EV car-sharing schemes that address 

transport demand in a different way 

 



Keen to apply? 
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• First funding round expected to open 

in August 

• Criteria and application process will 

be announced at the same time 

• Email info@eeca.govt.nz  or register 

at www.eeca.govt.nz to be alerted 

when the fund opens. 

 

 

mailto:info@eeca.govt.nz
http://www.eec.govt.nz/


• New Zealand is uniquely well-placed to get the best from EVs. 

 

• It needs government, local government, electric, automotive and charging 

sectors to work together so buyers are confident and willing. 

 

• The target of 64,000 EVs by 2021 will not be reached without a partnership 

approach. 

To drive it home… 
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See you on… 
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